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Subjects to study for A level:
The two most important subjects to
study for A-level are Biology and
Chemistry. Your 3rd or 4th subject
could be anything else that you’re
passionate and interested in. 

University courses:
To become an Embryologist, you’ll need a degree
in a relevant subject such as: 

- Biomedical Science 
- Biological Sciences
- Biochemistry 
- Medical physiology and therapeutics
- The Biology of Fertility and Embryo 
Development

A majority of people would have also undertaken
a Masters, a few examples include:

- Reproductive and Developmental 
Biology (MSc) - Imperial College 
London
- Reproductive Science and Women's 
Health (MSc) - UCL
- Reproductive Medicine: Science and 
Ethics (MSc) - University of Kent
- Assisted Reproduction Technology 
(MMedSci) - University of 
Nottingham

You can then apply for a place on the NHS
Scientist Training Programme (STP) to train as a
clinical scientist, specialising in reproductive
science. You’ll need a first or 2:1 degree or a 2:2
with a relevant Masters or PhD to be considered.

Tips for university interview:
- Make sure you do the work before and prepare: know the scientific 
basics and practice the mandatory questions asked in all interviews 
(look at  www.thestudentroom.co.uk for interview tips)

- Dress to impress at the interview

- Ensure you bring with you all the required documents - not a great start

if you forget essential documents!

-  Convey your interest and passion for the subject e.g. talk about a 

subject that you're fascinated about/ new breakthrough within the field

- Be honest, friendly, passionate and confident.

Tips for personal statement: 
- Why you are applying - write about your ambitions - even if you're not 
sure what career you would like head towards, convey your passion and 
interest for the subject 

-  What makes you a suitable candidate - any relevant experience, skills or 
achievements from academic courses to activities outside of school

- Mention what extra curricular clubs or societies you are involved in 

- Mention any relevant work experience and employment 

- If you’ve developed skills through activities such as Duke of Edinburgh etc

How I became an embryologist:
I did a BSc in Biology at the University of Barcelona and then a PhD in
Molecular Genetics. After a postdoc working in Zebrafish embryonic
development in New Zealand I was fortunate to be offered a trainee
embryologist position for a new small IVF unit for which I then became lab
manager. My training included a period of time in the main IVF unit and
then I applied what I learned in the new unit with ongoing support. I later
worked in Melbourne and then in the UK since 2002 in both the private and
NHS sectors, always in the embryology field.

Useful tips for work experience: 
-  If a clinic doesn't get back to you or unfortunately hasn't got time to 
invite you in - don't give up! Ask as many clinics as you can, even if they 
can only do 1 day.

- Ask your university teacher if they know anyone in the field - perhaps 

they could set you up with a day visit. 

Organisations to follow:
-  Bionews & Progress Educational Trust

-  British Fertility Society (BFS)

-  The Association of Reproductive and Clinical Scientists (ARCS).

People to follow:
-  On twitter - STP Perspectives is a place where trainees on the Scientist 
Training Programme (including embryology) share their experience.


