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Subjects to study for A level:
Biology and one or two other
sciences (Chemistry and/or Physics)
is preferable. Geography or
Mathematics can be additional
subjects.

University courses:
A biology or biomedical sciences
degree is preferable. The exact title
does not matter but make sure it
has a good coverage of molecular
biology, genetics, biochemistry,
physiology, cell biology, biophysics,
depending on what interests you. 

A degree with lots of laboratory
experience is an advantage. Try and
find a degree which has a long
research project option in third year,
or a four year course with a year in
industry so you can get some
broader experience.

Organisations to follow: 
Follow science magazines (New Scientist,
Bionews), journals (Nature, The Lancet), news
outlets (BBC Science News) or organisations such
as the British Fertility Society, The Society for
Reproduction and Fertility.

People to follow: 
Search for scientists working in an area you are
interested in. You can find me on twitter and
instagram with the usernames @allanpacey
you can then look at the people I follow or who 
follow me.

Tips for university interview: 
Don’t try and be too clever and look for the perfect answer.
Science is as much about recognising what you don’t know
(and where the gaps in knowledge are) as well as knowing the
specific details of what is known. It’s your ability to construct
an argument using the available data that will impress your
interviewer rather than reciting a lot of facts. Read about the
philosophy of science and the scientific method. It’s not about
being brainy, but about how you’d devise the best experiment
to answer a question one way or the other. Be confident,
friendly, and smile.

Tips for personal statement: 
Admissions tutors have to read lots of statements and so try
and make yours stand out with something-be genuine about
yourself. The first 30 words are probably the most important
and so don’t start with something biographical from the past,
grab the reader’s attention with why you want to study on their
course. Make sure it’s well written, with good punctuation and
spelling. Give it to someone to read before you send it in.

How I became a Scientist: 
I studied for a Biological Sciences degree at the University of
Hull and then for a PhD at the University of St. Andrews. I was
always fascinated by the finding out new knowledge and
devising experiments to test new ideas. After my PhD I was
lucky to be awarded a personal Fellowship from The Royal
Society to study the biophysics of sperm movement in a
research lab just outside Nice in the South of France. After
presenting my work at several conferences, I was recruited by
The University of Sheffield as a postdoctoral scientist. I then
had various different jobs in Sheffield before getting a
permanent position as a lecturer. Now I am a Professor, but
that took 30 years! There is no one moment when you actually
become a scientist, it’s a journey!

Useful tips for work experience: 
There are lots of opportunities to get experience in Science,
but that does not necessarily mean working in a laboratory.
Data is everywhere and so any experience with numbers, or
devising systems / workflows will help. I once had a job building
greenhouses and was reminded about the principles of
trigonometry as a way of making sure we put it up right
correctly! Think about seeking experience with local industries,
water companies, utilities, farmers, accountancy firms, in a
kitchen (cooking is just science by another name), the
opportunities are endless if you have an enquiring mind. If you
can’t get experience then volunteer at a science festival (or set
one up) and attend lectures and talks.


