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THE BIRDS, THE BEES AND FERTILITY TREATMENT 
A STING IN THE TALE? 

6.30pm, Wednesday 13 April 2016 • RCOG, Central London 
 

'If one in seven of us in the modern world is going to have problems with infertility then 

instead of all the teaching at school being about how to stop getting pregnant someone had 

better start teaching about how you do get pregnant, because there are going to be a lot of 

extremely disappointed people out there.' 

So said the late Lisa Jardine, who began her tenure as Chair of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology 

Authority by calling for a focus on infertility in secondary education. 

Some aspects of sex and relationships education (SRE) are mandatory in schools as part of the science 

curriculum. Other aspects of SRE fall under personal, social and health education (PSHE), and these are 

optional. Schools delivering SRE in either category are obliged to refer to Sex and Relationship Education 

Guidance, a Government document published 16 years ago and not updated since. 

The only reference to fertility in this document is to 'some medical uses of hormones, including the control 

and promotion of fertility'. There is no reference to fertility over the human lifespan, and how it declines 

with age – sometimes sharply, and sometimes prematurely. Some have argued that this omission should be 

remedied, and that it is vital to discuss (in)fertility in schools. 

Not everyone agrees. Teaching youngsters about fertility is perceived by some to be at best a distraction 

from, and at worst an undermining of, the aim of avoiding teenage pregnancy (and offering options when 

this occurs). There are also concerns that fertility lessons will add to already unhelpful pressure on women to 

either have children earlier in life or pay to have eggs frozen. 

This free public event will see speakers with different perspectives discuss whether (in)fertility should be a 

part of secondary school education, and if so then how we should – and shouldn't – go about teaching it. 

 

           

Speaker panel: Professor Adam Balen (Chair of the British Fertility Society) • Dr Melanie Davies (Consultant 

Obstetrician and Gynaecologist at University College Hospital) • Helen Fraser (Chief Executive of the Girls' Day 

School Trust) • Justin Hancock (Sex and Relationships Educator at Bish) • Susan Seenan (Chief Executive of 

Infertility Network UK) • Subject to Parliamentary business – Baroness Joan Walmsley (Liberal Democrat Peer 

and Principal Spokesperson for Health in the House of Lords) 

To book your free place, email Sandy Starr at sstarr@progress.org.uk #PETBirdsBees

 


