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8Dear Colleagues and Friends

The BFS Summer College is scheduled for the 2nd to the 5th of September 
2008 and will take place at the newly refurbished Adelphi Hotel in Liverpool. 
This vibrant city is this year’s European Capital of Culture and should provide 
an excellent setting for an exciting academic and social programme.

The College starts with a meeting primarily aimed at Persons Responsible 
and senior staff in fertility units. I must stress that this day is open to all and 
indeed, should be of value to all. Talks by international experts will deal with 
current contentious issues such as PGD and management of unexplained 
infertility, with a view to developing a consensus. 

The main annual meeting takes as its theme ‘The uterus in reproduction’. 
The central role of implantation in reproduction is clear and our knowledge of 
mechanisms involved in successful implantation has developed significantly 
in recent years. However, for the clinician involved in fertility, failure of fertility 
treatment at the stage of implantation remains a challenging area. Patients, 
justifiably, demand answers and a modicum of certainty, but providing 
these is made difficult by the diverse range of clinical practices and a poorly 
understood evidence base. We aim to have an exciting programme with well-
known speakers covering recent advances in the basic science of implantation 
and approaches to recurrent implantation failure in the clinic. Special 
attention is paid to uterine fibroids and their effects on reproduction, including 
a symposium on the role of uterine surgery in the subfertile woman. We still 
have space for late breaking abstracts of original research from all sections 
of the membership, and I would encourage particularly younger members and 
nurses for whom there are a number of awards.  
 
The Summer College will conclude on the 5th September with the Ethics Day, 
which is always relevant and thought-provoking.

I hope that you will be able to attend the Summer College 2008 and both 
benefit from and contribute to its wide-ranging and stimulating programme.
  

 
 

Raj Mathur
Chair BFS Meetings Subcommittee
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Venue
Liverpool never had to make itself a hub 
of commerce and culture – nature had 
already done it. Although many cities have 
claimed to be centres of commerce over 
the centuries, it’s the traders and visitors 
themselves who vote with their feet (and 
sails, wheels, engines, wings...) and make 
a place succeed or fail as a place to do 
business. Liverpool became the place it has 
done simply because it worked – and that 
holds true to this day. Already renowned 
throughout the world for its World Heritage 
status, architecture, music, literature, arts 
and sports, in 2008 Liverpool will stage the 
cultural party of a lifetime. 

The popularity of Liverpool as a  
conference city has led to the “stay longer” 
phenomenon, where delegates attach a 
mini break to one end of the conference 
and enjoy the city, often with their families, 
colleagues or friends.

For more information on what Liverpool 
has to offer visiting delegates, have a good 
look around at: www.visitliverpool.com

Registration
To register for this meeting, please 
complete the enclosed registration  
form and return it by fax or post to  
the BFS Secretariat.

The early bird deadline for registration 
is Friday 1 August 2008. Registrations 
received after this date will be subject to 
a late registration charge. Delegates are 
requested to register prior to the meeting.

The registration desk will be open during 
the following times:

Tuesday 2 Sept:	 08:00 until 19:00 

Wednesday 3 Sept:	 07:00 until 18:30

Thursday 4 Sept:	 08:00 until 18:00

Friday 5 Sept: 	 09:00 until 17:00

Important Deadlines:
Early Bird Registration Deadline 
1 August 2008 

Please visit the BFS website for  
more information at:  
www.fertility.org.uk/meetings

Meeting Information
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2nd September 2008 
BFS Annual Summer Meeting  
Welcome Reception	
Please join the BFS in the exhibition hall 
for the BFS Annual Meeting Welcome 
Reception from 18:00 until 19:30.

3rd September 2008
Informal Social Event
There will be a poster-viewing and cheese 
and wine reception at 17:30-18:30.

An informal course meal will be held at the 
Jalons Restaurant from 19:30. Tickets are 
£20 and include a two-course dinner and 
live music. A limited number of tickets will 
be available to purchase. Please include 
this on your registration form.

4th September 2008 
BFS Annual Summer Meeting Banquet  
& Awards
The conference dinner is being held in  
the Main Lounge of the Adelphi Hotel  
from 19:30. Tickets are £47.50 and  
a limited number will be available to 
purchase. Please include this on your 
registration form.

Accommodation
The BFS are holding rooms in the Adelphi 
Hotel, but there is a wide variety of 3 & 4 
star accommodation available in Liverpool. 
Information about accommodation 
options and the booking form for rooms 
at the Adelphi Hotel can be found on the 
conference website at: www.fertility.org.uk

You can also book online at:  
www.virtuosoltd.com

Please note that the British Fertility Society is 
not responsible for accommodation bookings.

Social Programme

Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool

Liverpool Waterfront © The Mersey Partnership



B
FS

 S
um

m
er

 C
ol

le
ge

 2
00

8 Road
From the M6 the city is easily reached via 
the M58, M56 and M62 motorways. Liverpool 
city centre is approximately 45 minutes’ 
drive from Chester, Manchester and North 
Wales. It is just over 1 hour from Blackpool, 
the Lake District, the Yorkshire Moors and 
the Peak District National Parks, and just 
over 4 hours from London. Directions to 
the Adelphi Hotel can be found on the hotel 
website: www.adelphi-hotel.co.uk 

Getting to the Britannia Adelphi Hotel  
by car:
While driving along the motorway, take the 
M62 off the M6 and remain on the M62 until 
the very end. Follow the signs for Liverpool 
City Centre, and then signs for Lime Street 
Station. The Britannia Adelphi Hotel is 
located to the left of the station. 

To book car hire for your stay in Liverpool 
go to: www.easycar.com

Car Parking at the Britannia Adelphi Hotel:
The Adelphi has its own secure car parking 
facility located on Brownlow Hill. Guests 
staying at the Britannia Adelphi pay a 
moderate fee for the use of this facility  
and prices are based on overnight or 24 
hour parking. In addition, an NCP car park 
is located opposite the hotel. 

Rail
Intercity services run from major towns and 
cities into Liverpool Lime Street Station. 
The journey from London to Liverpool is 
just over 2.5 hours. Links are also available 
to other parts of Merseyside.

Travelling by Rail to the Britannia  
Adelphi Hotel:
The closest rail station to the Britannia 
Adelphi Hotel is the Liverpool Lime Street 
station. Leave the Station via the exits close 
to Platforms 7-9. Go along Bolton Street 
and the Britannia Adelphi is situated at the 
very end of the street. 

The Britannia Adelphi Hotel is  
situated approximately:
–  �10km from Liverpool’s Airport  

(John Lennon)
–  0.2km from Lime Street Train Station
–  �3km from the closest Coach/Bus Station 

(National Express)

Coach
There are good express connections to 
Liverpool from most towns and cities in 
Britain (to Liverpool there are half hourly 
services from Manchester, services every 
hour to York and every two hours to London 
and Birmingham). The National Express 
coach station is located in Norton Street, 
Liverpool City Centre.

www.nationalexpress.co.uk

Air
Liverpool John Lennon Airport is just 8 
miles from the City Centre. There are 
regular scheduled flights from Belfast, 
and Dublin, Cork, the Isle of Man, Alicante, 
Amsterdam, Barcelona, Brussels, Geneva, 
Madrid, Nice, Paris, Palma and Malaga. 
Merseytravel operates a regular low-cost 
bus service into the City Centre seven days 
a week and taxis are also available. 

Manchester Airport offers an International 
gateway from all parts of the world. There is 
a rail link from Manchester Airport directly 
into Liverpools City Centre: journey time 
1½ hours. There are regular shuttle flights 
into Manchester from Britain’s other major 
airports including Gatwick and Heathrow).

www.liverpoolairport.com
www.easyjet.com
www.ryanair.com
www.flyglobespan.com
www.manchesterairport.co.uk

4

Travel to Liverpool
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Dates
Tuesday 2 - Friday 5 September 2008

Meeting venue
Adelphi Hotel
Ranelagh Place
Liverpool
L3 5UL
UK
www.adelphi-hotel.co.uk 

Catering
Tea and coffee will be available during 
scheduled breaks throughout each of  
the meetings you have registered for. 
Lunches are also included in the cost of 
registration for each day. Please indicate 
your lunch requirements in advance on  
your registration form.

Badges
Name badges will be provided at the 
registration desk and must be worn at all 
times for admission to the scientific sessions.

Commercial Exhibitors
The main exhibition will be open from 09:00 
until 18:00 on each day of the meeting. 

Disabled facilities
A full breakdown of all the hotel’s 
accessibility is listed on the website  
at: www.adelphi-hotel.co.uk

Sponsors & Exhibitors
The meeting will be supported by  
the BFS Principal Sponsors:  
Ferring, Merck Serono, Organon.

Potential sponsors and exhibitors  
can request information from the  
BFS Secretariat.

Submission of abstracts
The deadline for the submission of 
abstracts was Friday 23 May 2008. 
However, late breaking abstracts from 
Nurses, Counsellors and Scientists can be 
submitted directly to the meeting organiser. 
Please telephone Kate Openshaw on  
01454 642214 for further information.

Authors wishing to have their abstract 
considered for inclusion in a specific 
award session must be a member of  
the BFS and should consult the eligibility 
criteria as listed on the website of the 
BFS: www.fertility.org.uk

Poster Sessions
Posters will be on display during the  
entire meeting.

There will be a poster-viewing session  
on Wednesday 3 September 2008 at 17:30  
and during all coffee and lunch breaks.

General Information

Liverpool Marina © The Mersey Partnership
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BFS Awards
Competing presentations for the BFS 
awards will take place on Wednesday 3  
and Thursday 4 September 2008 within  
the Annual BFS Summer Meeting. Please 
note that only BFS members’ abstracts  
are eligible for consideration for awards. 

• �  �Canadian Nurse Exchange Essay Award  
(KINDLY SUPPORTED BY ORGANON 

PHARMACEUTICALS LIMITED, PART  

OF SCHERING PLOUGH) 
Applicants must be available to travel  
to the CFAS Annual Meeting, Hyatt 
Regency Hotel, Calgary, Canada,  
26-29 November 2008.

 
•   ��Fertility Society of Australia Award 

(SUPPORTED BY ORGANON LABORATORIES) 
Applicants must be available to travel  
to the FSA Conference, Hilton Hotel, 
Brisbane, Australia, 20-22 October 2008.

•   �Best Young Scientist  
(oral presentation) £250 
(SUPPORTED BY CASMED INTERNATIONAL)

•   �Best Young Clinician  
(oral presentation) £250 
(SUPPORTED BY SHIRE PHARMACEUTICALS)

•   �Best presentation in the field  
of Infertility Nursing  
(oral presentation) £250 
(SUPPORTED BY FERRING PHARMACEUTICALS)

 
•   �Best presentation in the field of 

Counselling and Psychosocial aspects 
of infertility and reproductive medicine 
(oral presentation) £250 
(SUPPORTED BY FERRING PHARMACEUTICALS)

Full details regarding the application 
process are available at:  
www.fertility.org.uk/about/awards.html

Junior Clinicians Forum
There will be a Junior Clinicians Forum from 
17:05-18:00 on Thursday 4 September 2008.

General Information

Albert Dock Walk © The Mersey Partnership
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Programme Overview

Tuesday 2 September 2008

08:30-09:00 	 Registration

09:00-17:00 	� BFS Meeting for Persons 
Responsible and Senior Staff

18:00-19:30 	� BFS Summer College 
Welcome Reception

Wednesday 3 September 2008

08:30-09:00 	 Registration

09:00-09:15 	 Chairman’s Welcome

09:15-11:00 	� Plenary Session 1: Embryo, 
Endometrium & Implantation

	� Nurse’s Workshop: 
The importance of 
Communication –  
Patient Information

11:00-11:30	� Morning Coffee

11:30-12:30	� Plenary Session 2: 
Immunological approaches  
to implantation failure

12:30-13:30	� Lunch

13:30-14:30	� Plenary Session 3:  
Howard Jacobs Lecture

14:30-16:00	 BFS Best Young Clinician

	� Free Communications: 
Infertility Nursing and 
Psychology – incorporating 
Fertility Nurse Canadian 
Exchange Award

16:00-16:30	� Afternoon Tea

16:30-18:15	� Symposium 1: Recurrent  
IVF implantation failure

	 BICA Session

18:15-19:15	� BFS Summer College 
Posters, Cheese & Wine

19:30	� Informal Social Event  
(Ticket Only)

Thursday 4 September 2008

08:00-08:30	 Registration

08:30-10:30	� Plenary Session 3:  
Fibroids & Subfertility

10:30-11:00	 Morning Coffee

11:00-11:15	� Plenary Session 4: 
Presentation of  
honorary fellowship

11:15-12:15	� Plenary Session 5:  
Steptoe Memorial Lecture

12:15-12:25	� Infertility Network  
UK Session

12:25-12:45	 BFS General Meeting

12:45-13:45	 Lunch

13:45-15:15	� Free Communications:  
BFS Best Young Scientist

	� Free Communications:  
BFS Best Nurse 
Presentations Skills 

15:15-15:45	 Afternoon Tea

15:45-17:45	�� Symposium 2: Uterine surgery 
in women with subfertility

15:45-17:05	� Nurses’ Session 
•  Vitrification 
•  IVM 
•  Andrology Update

17:45-18:45	 BFS Young Clinicians Forum

19:30	� Conference Dinner & Awards

Friday 5 September 2008

08:30-09:00	 Registration

09:00-17:00	 BFS Ethics Meeting

Colour Code
 

	  All delegates attend          	 BFS Summer College Main Session         	 Nurses’ Session

	 Counsellors Session	 Oral Communications Session	 Optional	



BFS Meeting for Persons 
Responsible and Senior Staff 

09:00-09:20	 	  
Registration and Coffee

09:20-09:30		   
Welcome & Introductory Remarks
Mark Hamilton (Aberdeen)

09:30-10:00		   
Access and Equity – NICE 4 Years on
Professor Allan Templeton (Aberdeen) TBC

10:00-10:30		   
HFE Act 2008 – real progress?
Evan Harris TBC

10:30–10:45		
Discussion

10:45-11:15 
Morning Coffee

11:15-13:00 
Key Issue: Pre-Implantation  
Genetic Screening

	� 11:15-11:45 
The evidence for PGS 
Joyce Harper (London)

	� 11:45-12:15 
�The evidence against PGS 
Yakoub Khalaf (London)

	� 12:15-13:00 
Group discussion and development  
of consensus statement

13:00-14:00 
Lunch

14:00-15:30 
Key Issue: Reporting Results

	� 14:00-14:20 
Is intelligent reporting possible  
in the UK? 
Sam Abdalla (London)

	� 14:20-14:40 
How valid is the data? 
Jenny Kurinczuk (Oxford)

	� 14:40-15:00 
A European perspective on reporting

	 Professor Karl Nygren (ICMART)

	� 15:00-15:30 
Group discussion

15:30-15:50 
Afternoon Tea 

�15:50-16:30 
Inspection – where are we headed? 
Alan Doran (HFEA)

16:30-17:00 
Open Forum 

17:00 
Closing Remarks 
Richard Kennedy (Coventry)

18:00-19:30 
BFS Annual Summer Meeting  
Welcome Reception Exhibition & Drinks

8
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Summer College 2008 Programme

BFS Annual Summer Meeting
The Endometrium

08:30-09:00	 	  
Registration and Coffee

09:00-09:15	 	  
General Introduction
Mark Hamilton

09:15-11:00	 	  
Plenary Session: Embryo, Endometrium 
and Implantation

	� 09:15-09:50 
Recent advances in implantation 
�Professor Nicholas Maklon 

	� 09:50-10:25 
Embryo factors in implantation 
Daniel Brison 

	� 10:25-11:00 
Uterine factors in implantation 
Siobhan Quenby 

09:15-11:00 
Nurses’ Workshop – The importance  
of Communication – Patient Information
Chris Malone
This is an interactive workshop for  
nurses to embrace the rationale behind 
effective written communication and 
actively engage in the deisgn and  
content of patient information sheets.

11:00-11:30 
Morning Coffee

11:30-12:30 
Immunological approaches  
to implantation failure  
Mohamed Taranissi & Raj Rai 

12:30-13:30 
Lunch

13:30-14:30 
Howard Jacobs Lecture
Professor Hilary Critchley 

14:30-16:00 
BFS Best Young Clinician

14:30-16:00 
Free Communications: Infertility Nursing 
and Psychology – incorporating Fertility 
Nurse Canadian Exchange Award

16:00-16:30 
Afternoon Tea

16:30-18:15 
Counsellors’ Session 
Chair: Olga van den Akker

	� 16:30-17:05 
Ending Treatment 
Janet Goodman

	� 17:05-17:40 
Implications of stopping treatment 
Caroline Gallup

	 �17:40-18:15 
Implications of alternative solutions 
to IVF: egg donation 
Liz Scott

16:30-18:15 
Symposium: Recurrent IVF  
implantation Failure

	� 16:30-16:45 
Setting the Scene 
George Ndukwe (TBC)

	� 16:45-17:15 
Definition & Investigation 
Tarek El-Toukhy 

	� 17:15-17:45 
The Embryologists Role  
Virginia Bolton

	� 17:45-18:15 
Adjuvant treatments  
Luciano Nardo

18:15-19:15 
Poster Session, Cheese & Wine

19:30 
INFORMAL SOCIAL EVENING  
(Ticket Only)
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Summer College 2008 Programme

BFS Annual Summer Meeting
The MYOMETRIUM

08:00-08:30	 	  
Registration and Coffee

08:30-10:30		   
Plenary Session: Fibroids and subfertility

	 08:30-09:15 
	� Local signalling in uterus  

around implantation
	 Henry Jabbour
	
	 09:15-09:45 
	� Diagnosis & assessing the impact  

of fibroids 
Nick Raine-Fenning

	
	� 09:45-10:30 

Management of uterine fibroids  
in sub-fertile women 
Professor Mary Ann Lumsden

10:30-11:00 
Morning Coffee

11:00-11:15 
Presentation of honorary BFS  
Fellowship to Jane Denton

11:15-12:15 
Steptoe Memorial Lecture
Peter Brinsden 

12:15-12:25 
Infertility Network UK

12:25-12:45 
BFS General Meeting

12:45-13:45 
Lunch

13:45-15:15 
Free Communications: BFS Best  
Young Scientist

13:45-15:15 
Free Communications: BFS Best  
Nurse Presentations Skills 

15:15-15:45 
Afternoon Tea

15:45-17:45 
Symposium: Uterine surgery  
in women with sub-fertility

	� 15:45-16:15 
Open Myomectomy 
Yakoub Khalaf

	
	� 16:15-16:45 

Laprascopic Myomectomy 
Ertan Saridogan

	
	� 16:45-17:15 

Uterine Artery Embolisation 
John Reidy

	
	� 17:15-17:45 

Uterine Adhesions 
Geoff Trew

15:45-17:05 
Nurse’s Session
  • �  Vitrification – Stephanie Gadd 
  • �  �IVM – Tim Child
  • �  �Andrology Update – Iwan Lewis-Jones

17:45-18:45 
BFS Junior Clinicians Forum

19:30 
Conference Dinner & Award Presentation
(Ticket Only)
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2008 BFS Ethics Meeting Programme

Ethics Meeting: Principles and 
Practice in Reproductive Medicine

09:00-09:30	 	  
Registration and Coffee

  • �  �30 Years on: The changing face  
of reproductive ethics

  • �  ��Admixed Human Embryos:  
Ethical Dilemmas

  • �  �Who can you trust?: Ethics and  
Quality Systems in IVF

11:00-11:30	 	  
Morning Coffee

  • �  �When does life begin? The moral  
status of the Human Embryo re-visited

  • �  ��Putting principles into practice:  
what role for legislation in  
Assisted Conception?

13:00-14:00	 	  
Lunch

  • �  �Choosing and losing: why do some 
infertile couples have treatment and 
others don’t?

  • �  ��Who can you trust?: Ethics and Quality 
Systems in IVF

  • �  ��The medium is the message!: Assisted 
Conception and the role of the media

  • �  ��Master Class in Reproductive Ethics: 
You the Jury...

17:00	 	  
Coffee and Close

Lord St, Liverpool © The Mersey Partnership

Summer College 2008 Programme
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